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Cambridge Acute Hospitals

Press Statement 

UNISON Cambridge Hospitals moves to support fossil fuel divestment

Healthcare workers recognise climate change as ‘biggest threat to public health’ and vote to end pension fund investments in fossil fuels

The branch representing UNISON healthcare workers at Addenbrooke’s Hospital has this week backed the ‘divestment’ movement by supporting calls for pension fund investments on behalf of UNISON members to ‘divest’. 

The divestment movement campaigns for organisations and individuals with investments in fossil fuel companies to recognise the danger of continuing fossil fuel extraction and switch their investments elsewhere. Victories locally include the support for divestment given by Cambridge and Oxford City Councils, whilst major cities such as Berlin, Paris and Copenhagen have backed the idea.[image: image1.png]ONIS
NISON




Over 100 local government pension funds representing UNISON members have investments that may include fossil fuel companies. Research by organisations such as Carbon Tracker show that a high proportion of remaining fossil fuels will be un-usable if the planet is to avoid irreversible global warming. Companies engaged in the industry could face potentially losses totalling $2 trillion (1), making investment in alternatives safer and in the longer term more profitable.

The motion passed by hospital staff cites global warming as ‘the biggest public health threat of the 21st century’ and states as healthcare workers they do not wish to see the pension funds of their members and colleagues contribute to the ‘damaging effects of climate change on people’s health and wellbeing.’

Discussing the motion, UNISON steward and charge nurse Stuart Tuckwood stated;

‘I’m delighted our branch has joined others such as UNISON City of Edinburgh Branch in backing the divestment movement. As healthcare workers we aim to improve and safeguard the good health of the population, investing in companies that contribute to climate change is not compatible with that aim. Now we want to see UNISON as a national organisation back divestment.’

James Smith, organiser for Fossil Free Cambridgeshire said;

‘It is great that the UNISON Cambridge Hospitals branch has become the first UNISON branch in Cambridgeshire to officially support fossil fuel divestment. We hope other local branches will follow and support our call for the Cambridgeshire Pension Fund to join the growing list of pension funds globally, from Waltham Forest to Washington DC, who are divesting.’

Representatives from UNISON Cambridge Acute Hospitals and Fossil Free Cambridgeshire will be happy to speak to the press. Contact; 07496166786

References;

(1) http://www.carbontracker.org/report/stranded-assets-danger-zone/

